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The Revelation of Character

A

nd while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they
that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the
door was shut. Matthew 25:10.
Let none follow the example of the foolish virgins and think that it
will be safe to wait until the crisis comes before gaining a preparation
of character to stand in that time. It will be too late to seek for the
righteousness of Christ when the guests are called in and examined.
Now is the time to put on the righteousness of Christ—the wedding
garment that will fit you to enter into the marriage supper of the
Lamb. In the parable, the foolish virgins are represented as begging
for oil and failing to receive it at their request. This is symbolic of
those who have not prepared themselves by developing a character
to stand in a time of crisis. It is as if they should go to their neighbors
and say, Give me your character or I shall be lost. Those that were
wise could not impart their oil to the flickering lamps of the foolish
virgins. Character is not transferable. It is not to be bought or sold; it
is to be acquired. The Lord has given to every individual an opportunity to obtain a righteous character . . ., but He has not provided a
way by which one human agent may impart to another the character
which he has developed. . . .
The day is coming, and it is close upon us, when every phase of
character will be revealed by special temptation. Those who remain
true to principle, who exercise faith to the end, will be those who
have proved true under test and trial during the previous hours of
their probation, and have formed characters after the likeness of
Christ. It will be those who have cultivated close acquaintance with
Christ who, through His wisdom and grace, are partakers of the divine nature. But no human being can give to another, heart devotion
and noble qualities of mind, and supply his deficiencies with moral
power.
Like Mary, we need to sit at the feet of Jesus to learn of Him,
having chosen that better part which will never be taken from us.
Like Martha we need to be ever abounding in the work of the Lord.
The higher Christian attainments can be reached only by being much
on our knees in sincere prayer. . . . One fiber of the root of selfishness
remaining in the soul will spring up when least expected, and thereby
will many be defiled.
Let no one put off the day of preparation, lest the call be made,
“Go forth to meet the bridegroom,” and you be found as were the
foolish virgins, with no oil in your vessels with your lamps.
Ellen G. White
That I May Know Him, pp. 350, 51
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Understanding
Your

Calling
By Victor Houteff

A

rise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold,
the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross
darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee,
and His glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles
shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy
rising. Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they
gather themselves together, they come to thee: thy sons
shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at
thy side.” Isa. 60:1-4.
“Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then
cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your
eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to
harvest.” John 4:35.
Truly the harvest is great. “but the labourers are few;
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will
send forth labourers into His harvest.” Matt. 9:37, 38.
“Great demands are everywhere made for the light
which God has given to His people; but these calls are
for the most part in vain. Who feels the burden of consecrating himself to God and to His work? Where are
the young men who are qualifying themselves to answer
these calls? Vast territories are opened before us where
the light of truth has never penetrated. Whichever way
we look we see rich harvests ready to be gathered, but
there are none to do the reaping. Prayers are offered for
the triumph of the truth. What do your prayers mean,
brethren? What kind of success do you desire? — a success to suit your indolence, your selfish indulgence? — a
success that will sustain and support itself without any
effort on your part?
“There must be a decided change. . .which will inconvenience those who are reclining on their lees, before
laborers who are fitted for their solemn work can be sent
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into the field. There must be an awakening, a spiritual
renovation. The temperature of Christian piety must
be raised. Plans must be devised and executed for the
spread of truth to all nations of the earth. Satan is lulling
Christ’s professed followers to sleep, while souls are perishing all around them, and what excuse can they give to
the Master for their negligence?
“. . . ‘Why stand ye here all the day idle?’ Why are you
not at work in some capacity in his vineyard?’ Again
and again he has bid you, ‘Go ye also into my vineyard,
and whatsoever is right that shall ye receive.’ But this
gracious call from Heaven has been disregarded by
the large majority. Is it not high time that you obey the
commands of God? There is work for every individual
who names the name of Christ. A voice from Heaven is
solemnly calling you to duty. Heed this voice, and go to
work at once in any place, in any capacity. Why stand
ye here all the day idle? There is work for you to do, a
work that demands your best energies. Every precious
moment of life is related to some duty which you owe
to God or to your fellowmen, and yet you are idle!” —
Testimonies, Vol. 5, pp. 203, 204.
“Let me tell you,” continues the Spirit of Prophecy,
“if your heart is in this work, and you have faith in God,
you need not depend upon the sanction of any minister
or any people: if you go right to work in the name of the
Lord, in a humble way doing what you can to teach the
truth, God will vindicate you. If the work had not been
so restricted by an impediment here, and an impediment
there, and on the other side an impediment, it would
have gone forward in its majesty. It would have gone in
weakness at first; but the God of heaven lives.” — Review
and Herald, April 16, 1901. (See also Testimonies, Vol. 7,
p. 25.)

“A great work of saving souls remains
yet to be done. Every angel in glory is engaged in this work, while every demon of
darkness is opposing it. Christ . . . expects
corresponding self-denial and sacrifice on
the part of those whom he came to bless
and save. Everyone is required to work
to the extent of his ability. Every worldly
consideration should be laid aside for the
glory of God.” — Testimonies, Vol. 5, p.
204. This underlies all.
Laborers’ Qualifications
Those who will today hear His voice
and harden not their hearts as in the day
of provocation, will He make His future
servants.
“Not by might, nor by power, but by
My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” Zech.
4:6. The workers will be “taught rather
by the unction of His Spirit, than by the
outward training of scientific institutions.
. .God will manifest that He is not dependent on learned, self-important mortals.”
“The most weak and hesitating in the
church will be as David — willing to do
and dare.” — Testimonies, Vol. 5. pp. 82,
81.
“I will take illiterate men,” says the
Lord, “obscure men, and move upon them
by My Spirit, to carry out My purposes in
the work of saving souls. The last message
of mercy will be given by a people who
love and fear Me.” — Review and Herald,
Sept. 21, 1904. “He will use men for the
accomplishment of His purpose whom
some of the brethren would reject as unfit
to engage in the work.” — Review and
Herald, Feb. 9, 1895.
In this last call for laborers, all — small
or great, rich or poor, learned or illiterate
— have the high and exalted privilege of
becoming ministers of Christ—
Men of Honor and Destiny
“Present truth leads onward and
upward, gathering in the needy, the
oppressed, the suffering, the destitute. All
March 2013 - SYMBOLIC CODE
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that will come are to be brought into the fold. In their
lives there is to take place a reformation that will constitute them members of the royal family, children of the
heavenly King.” — Testimonies, Vol. 8, pp. 195, 196.
To these workers, the 144,000, the Lord graciously promises: “And strangers shall stand and feed your
flocks, and the sons of the alien [those who are not of
the 144,000] shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers. But ye shall be named the Priests of the Lord: men
shall call you the Ministers of our God: ye shall eat the
riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast
yourselves” (Isa. 61:5, 6), if now ye arise and hasten to
effect full
Occupational Transition
As this ministry, of which “there hath not been ever
the like, neither shall be any more after it” (Joel 2:2), is
to be free from all earthly encumbrances, let not anyone longer delay in effecting the transition which will
ultimately see him engaged heart and soul in the Lord’s
“closing work for the church,” in the ingathering of the
“firstfruits” who are to be sealed from among the living
in Laodicea. And while giving himself to this work, he
will at the same time be preparing himself to give the
message in the time of the Loud Cry, which the purification of the church — the deliverance of the sealed and
the destruction of the unsealed — is to usher in, and
which the purified are to proclaim.
Let each one wisely make this imperative transition
by gradually curtailing pursuit of his own interests, and
increasing pursuit of the Lord’s.
In this

While yet engaged in your present
occupation, go into the vineyard
of the Lord, and as your interest
there grows, your own work will
diminish until you find yourselves
completely divorced from it and
wedded to the Lord’s.
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way, each one will steadily climb from an empty and
unsung past of self-enterprise, to a full and glorious
future of divine enterprise which will inspire “from the
uttermost part of the earth. . .songs, even glory to the
righteous” Isa. 24:16.
Now is the time when the Heavenly Householder is
inquiring, “Why stand ye here all the day idle?” and is
urging, “Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is
right, that shall ye receive.” Matt. 20:6, 7.
My brethren, if you want a part in this never-so-glorious work, the crowning act in the redemption of the
world, you must now hasten quickly to make ready. Let
not the cares of this life rob you of the crown of eternal
life. Do not hold back, letting Satan put in your mouth
the excuse: “I have bought a piece of ground, and I must
needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused:” or, “I
have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I
pray thee have me excused:” or “I have married a wife,
and therefore I cannot come.” Luke 14:18-20. “For all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is
of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust
thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.” I John 2:16, 17.
While yet engaged in your present occupation, go
into the vineyard of the Lord, and as your interest there
grows, your own work will diminish until you find
yourselves completely divorced from it and wedded to
the Lord’s.
“Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we
eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we
be clothed?” But
“Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” — Not
Wages
If our uppermost thoughts are for the advancement of the Kingdom then we will be giving no
thought as to who will give us our pay, but will rest
joyously in the assurance that our needs will be
cared for.
According to the parable, the laborers whom
the Master hires, go out in faith not knowing what
they are to receive at day’s end. If the message of
The Shepherd’s Rod is God’s, then His laborers had
better learn that it is to be carried out altogether
in His, not in man’s way, and that those who are
working for pay as reward for their labors, are not
working for Christ, but rather for themselves; also

that should the office give financial support to any who
labor just part time, there would follow the obligation to
pay all who did anything, be it little or much — a precedent which could only damage rather than upbuild both
the worker and those for whom he might labor.
Consequently, the only righteous procedure is that all
who engage in the work of this sealing message, report
their activities to this office, so that it may credit to them
the results of their labors. And should there accrue from
these efforts sufficient means to enable them to give full
time to the teaching of the message, they may be granted
full time status, entitling them to a necessary living expense from the financial results of their labors.

with the sacred work that Christ has given his ministers
to do. When the daily experience is one of looking unto
Jesus and learning of Him, you will reveal a wholesome,
harmonious character. Soften your representations, and
let not condemnatory words be spoken. Learn of the
great Teacher. Words of kindness and sympathy will do
as good as a medicine, and will heal souls that are in
despair. The knowledge of the word of God brought into
the practical life will have a healing, soothing power.
Harshness of speech will never bring blessing to yourself
or to any other soul.
“My brother, you are to be a representative of the
mildness and patience and goodness of Christ. In your

“...Laborers are needed who comprehend the greatness of the
work, and who will engage in it, not for the wages they receive, but from a realization of the nearness of the end.”
“Time,” says the Spirit of Prophecy, “is short, and our
forces must be organized to do a larger work. Laborers
are needed who comprehend the greatness of the work,
and who will engage in it, not for the wages they receive,
but from a realization of the nearness of the end. The
time demands greater efficiency and deeper consecration” (Testimonies, Vol. 9, p. 27) and
Christlike Gentility
“I have this message for you from the Lord: Be kind
in speech, gentle in action. Guard yourself carefully, for
you are inclined to be severe and dictatorial, and to say
rash things. The Lord speaks to you, saying, Watch and
pray, lest ye enter into temptation. Harsh expressions
grieve the Lord; unwise words do harm. I am charged
to say to you, Be gentle in your speech; watch well your
words; let no harshness come into your utterances or
into your gestures. Bring into all you do and say the
fragrance of Christlikeness. Let not natural traits of
character mar and spoil your work. You are to help
and strengthen the tempted. Let not self appear in rash
words. Christ has given His life for the flock, and for all
for whom you labor. Let no word of yours balance souls
in the wrong direction. In the minister of Christ there
must be revealed Christlikeness of character.
“Rash, overbearing expressions do not harmonize

talks before the public, let your representations be after
Christ’s order. ‘The wisdom that is from above is first
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated,
full of mercy and good fruits.’ Watch and pray, and
subdue the harshness which at times breaks out in you.
By the grace of Christ dwelling in you, your words may
become sanctified. If your brethren do not act just as
you think they should, do not meet them with harshness. The Lord has been grieved at times by your severe
expressions.” — Gospel Workers, pp. 163, 164.
“It is not so much what you say,
As the manner in which you say it.
It is not so much the language you use,
As the tones in which you convey it.
The words may be mild and fair
And the tones may pierce like a dart;
The words may be soft as the summer air
And the tones may break the heart.”
“The truth should he presented with divine tact,
gentleness, and tenderness. It should come from a heart
that has been softened and made sympathetic. We need
to have close communion with God,. . . we are to watch
unto prayer, and be ready always to give a reason for the
hope that is in us, with meekness and fear. Lest we shall
March 2013 - SYMBOLIC CODE
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impress unfavorably one soul for whom Christ died, we
should keep our hearts uplifted to God so that when the
opportunity presents itself, we may have the right word
to speak at the right time.” — Testimonies, Vol. 6, p. 400.
This is
The Science of Success
“To every worker I would say: Go forth in humble
faith, and the Lord will go with you. But watch unto
prayer. This is the science of your labor. The power is of
God.” — Testimonies, Vol. 7, p. 272.
“I am instructed to say to my fellow-workers, if you
would have the rich treasures of heaven, you must hold
secret communion with God. Unless you do this, your
soul will be as destitute of the Holy Spirit as were the
hills of Gilboa of dew and rain. When you hurry from
one thing to another, when you have so much to do that
you cannot take time to talk with God, how can you
expect power in your work? . . .
“Commune with your own heart, and then commune
with God. Unless you do this, your efforts will be fruitless, made thus by unsanctified hurry and confusion.” —
Gospel Workers, p. 272.
“Those who teach and preach the most effectively are
those who wait humbly upon God, and watch hungrily for His guidance and His grace. Watch, pray, work
— this is the Christian’s watchword. The life of a true
Christian is a life of constant prayer.” — Gospel Workers,
p. 257.
“A certain preacher whose sermons converted many
souls, received a revelation from God that it was not his
sermons or works by all means, but the prayers of an
illiterate lay brother who sat on the pulpit steps pleading
for the success of the sermon. It may be with us in the
all-revealing day. We may believe, after laboring long
and wearily, that all honor belongs to another builder
whose prayers were gold, silver, and precious stones,
while our sermonizing, being apart from prayer, is but
hay and stubble.” — C.H. Spurgeon.
“God’s messengers must tarry long with Him, if they
would have success in their work. The story is told of an
old Lancashire woman who was listening to the reasons
that her neighbors gave for their minister’s success. They
spoke of his gifts, of his style of address, of his manners.
‘Nay,’ said the old woman, ‘I will tell you what it is. Your
man is very thick with the Almighty.’
“When men are as devoted as Elijah was and possess
the faith that he had, God will reveal Himself as He did
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then. When men plead with the Lord as did Jacob, the
results that were seen then will again be seen. Power will
come from God in answer to the prayer of faith.” —Gospel Workers, p. 255.
Rouse to the work, Present Truth teachers! Do the
works of Him Who has sent you, “while it is day,” for the
night hasteth, “when no man can work.” John 9:4. “And
whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive’’ if ye faithfully
teach
That Only Which Should Be Taught
The Bible and the books of the Spirit of Prophecy
being the sole source of the Shepherd’s Rod message,
therefore when the Rod is taught, the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy are taught. And since none but the
Spirit of Truth, who transmitted the mysteries
of Inspiration, can interpret them, then those
who attempt to teach them without this inspired
interpretational Authority, inevitably fall into
the forbidden practice of private interpretation
(2 Pet. 1:20) — the great evil which has brought
Christendom into its present almost-boundless
state of schism and consequent confusion, strife,
and impotency.
As we dare not follow in such a path, we must
therefore, as teachers of The Shepherd’s Rod
(the official publications of the Davidian S.D.A.
Association), teach only in the light of the Rod
those passages which in one way or another need
to be interpreted. Thus only will all Present Truth
believers ever become of the same mind, seeing
eye to eye and speaking the same things (1 Cor.
1:10; 1 Pet. 3:8; Isa. 52:8).
And such as do choose to engage in private interpretation are respectfully asked to desist from teaching in
the name of the Rod and at its expense. Let them, like
honest men, teach in their own names and at their own
expense.
Finally, brethren, keep the office posted as to your
endeavors, and it shall in turn render every possible
support to make your work a success. Now, God speed
you! q
Taken from: Fundamental Beliefs and Directory, pages
23 - 36.

The Lamps, the Oil,

TenVirgins

The

Which Side

T

hen shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto
ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went
forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them
were wise, and five were foolish. They that were foolish
took their lamps, and took no oil with them: But the
wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the
bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And
at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those
virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish
said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are
gone out. But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest

Are You On?

there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to
them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And while they
went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were
ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door
was shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying,
Lord, Lord, open unto us. But he answered and said,
Verily I say unto you, I know you not. Watch therefore,
for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the
Son of man cometh.” (Matt. 25:1-13.)
This verse begins with the word “then,” indicating
that it takes place at the time the Lord comes as spoken
of in the preceding verse. In other words, at the time the
March 2013 - SYMBOLIC CODE
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Lord comes, the Kingdom shall be likened to something.
The Kingdom of God as a crowned kingdom does not
exist today, as you know. Then what is meant here by the
Kingdom?—It is referring to the people that are candidates for citizenship in it. Who are the subjects for the
Kingdom of God, if they are not the church? Then the
people comprising the church of God shall be likened
unto ten virgins.
Why Virgins?
The virgins are a figure of the church. Note that they
are all “virgins.” The 144,000 are designated by the same
word. (See Rev. 14:4.) The word “virgins,” signify that
the class represented by them (ten), are not those who
are called out from Babylon (fallen churches) at the time
the “cry” is made. For, if they were to come out of Babylon by the call “Come out of her, my people” (Rev. 18:4),
they would have been defiled with “women” (fallen
churches), and therefore, could not be called “virgins.”
Thus, the message of the “Midnight Cry” must find them
in the house of God—virgins.
Here is represented a church which believes that the
Bridegroom is coming, believes in the second coming
of Christ. In 1844 the ten virgins went into their place
of waiting for his coming, five of whom took no oil with
them while the other five took extra oil with them. The
lamps aptly symbolize the heart, and it is one’s belief
in Truth that lights up the heart. Yes, it is Truth which
must be indited by the Holy Spirit that gives light.
Oil In The Lamps And the Extra Oil
When used in a lamp, it [oil] gives light which illuminates your way, does it not? In the spiritual realm it
is the understanding of the prophecies of the Bible that
alone causes you to know where you are going.
The message which was meat in due season in 1844

was the Truth Sister White brought—the Judgment of
the Dead—and it was this message which was represented by the oil that was in the lamps when the ten virgins
first went in waiting for the Bridegroom to come.
It is true that the Millerites expected the Lord to
come to earth for the saints on a certain date in 1844,
and He did not appear. They concluded, therefore, that
they must have made a mistake, and they were no longer
known by a name. It was the Seventh-day Adventists
that expected the Lord to come not on a certain day but
in a generation, in a certain period of time. Since He did
not come, however, they therefore concluded that the
Lord delayed His coming.
The sign of the coming Kingdom which this parable
brings forth, is obviously the special message (the extra
oil) which announces the Judgment of the living, the
message which awakens the open-hearted Truth seekers, and which dooms its opposers, the hypocrites and
lukewarm in the church—those who are satisfied and
think themselves rich and increased with goods, in need
of nothing (in need of no timely Truth), those who never
awake to the fact that they are absolutely destitute. Mind
you, these are not my words, read what the Lord says to
Laodicea in Rev. 3:14-18.
The oil that was in the vessels of the five wise virgins
must represent an additional Truth, something other
than what was in the lamps. It is this additional Truth
which is to supplement the 1844 Truth and thus supply
sufficient light to the time of the coming of the Bridegroom. And what must this additional Truth be?—It
must be the Truth of Judgment for the Living, the last
message. “But the wise took oil in their vessels with
their lamps.” Here we see that the wise are those who
take extra oil, extra Truth that lights the rest of their
way. The “oil” is a symbol of the Spirit of God in the
form of a message (truth); for, it is the substance that

The oil that was in the vessels of the five wise virgins must represent
an additional Truth, something other than what was in the lamps.
It is this additional Truth which is to supplement the 1844 Truth
and thus supply sufficient light to the time of the coming of the
Bridegroom. And what must this additional Truth be?—It must be
the Truth of Judgment for the Living, the last message.
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The “cry” for the living being of a greater importance to the world
than the one for the dead, and as the “virgins” are a figure of the living church, the parable must have a direct application to the church
at this present time, —the coming of the bridegroom for the judgment of the living.
gives the light (the prophetic Word of God). The lamp
must be a symbol of the heart into which the Word
(oil) is being retained. The trimming of their lamps, is
the “trimming” of their hearts; that is, their conscience
being aroused they began to show interest. But only five
of them had an extra supply of oil in their vessels. As
they started out to meet the bridegroom, the lamps of
the foolish ones went out; and as they found themselves
in darkness, it made their progress impossible. Now,
the question arises: What made their lamps go out, and
why could they go backward, but not forward? As the
message of the judgment for the dead was the present
truth since 1844, at the beginning of the judgment for
the living (when the cry was made), it became present
truth no longer. Consequently their lamps went out.
They could not move forward because they were foolish;
that is, they did not accept the light—the judgment for
the living. Was the “oil” beyond their reach? The words
in the parable prove that they all heard the cry, “arose,
and trimmed their lamps.” Five of them failed to get
the supply of oil because they were “foolish,” —they did
not study for themselves. Allowed others to think for
them; they chose the easy, popular side, and accepted
the decisions of the leaders, copies the mistakes of others
and were thus left without a supply of oil,—robbed of the
truth, cheated of glory, and left in darkness!
“And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your
oil; for our lamps are gone out.” At last the foolish
virgins saw themselves in darkness. Then they went to
the wise and asked for oil as a gift; “But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us
and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for
yourselves.” The wise told the foolish to go and buy oil;
therefore the wise must also have had to buy theirs. The
extra oil being the “additional message,” the message of
the Judgment for the Living, must have cost something
to those who have it, and they must have paid someone
for it. Yes, we had to buy the oil and we could not buy

it from everybody. The oil is sold and there must be
something given in exchange to obtain the supply. The
price they had to pay was to “sigh and cry for the abominations done in the midst thereof,” give up sinning and
obey the truth. Their receipt for the value of exchange
would have been the seal of the living God in their
foreheads.
The Coming Of The Bridegroom
“While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered
and slept. And at midnight there was a cry made,
Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.
Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.”
Note that they “slumbered and slept” before the cry was
made. In the summer of 1844, midway between the time
when it was first thought that the 2300 days would end
(on March 21), and the second date (October 22 of the
same year), this period they applied as being the “tarrying time.” But mark that the “cry” had been going on
for some years (the message by Miller), and the tarrying
time was applied at its close after they had discovered
their miscalculation, which is contrary to a proper
application of the parable; for according to the parable
they tarried before they cry was made. Therefore, the
tarrying time must be the judgment for the dead, before
the bridegroom came to the investigation of the living,
in which time the “ten virgins” developed. So, that is the
time in which they all slumbered and slept. This application is also in perfect harmony with the message to the
Laodiceans. (See Rev. 3:14-19; Isa. 52:1, 2.)
The “Midnight Cry” was first proclaimed prior to
1844, and the coming of the “Bridegroom” was Christ’s
coming to the Most Holy place in the heavenly sanctuary
for the investigative judgment of the saints. The investigation being in two sections; first, the judgment for the
dead, and the second for the living, the “cry” must be
repeated, otherwise we would have no present truth for
the time of the judgment of the living. The “cry” for the
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living being of a greater importance to the world than
the one for the dead, and as the “virgins” are a figure of
the living church, the parable must have a direct application to the church at this present time, —the coming
of the bridegroom for the judgment of the living. But
indirectly it points back to the commencement of the
“Midnight Cry” (the first angel’s message—the judgment for the dead). The messages being of the same
event, judgment, both (for the living and for the dead)
are called the “midnight cry.” The same is proven by the
parable itself.
If the foregoing application is correct, then at the
end of the tarrying period, or just prior to the commencement of the judgment of the living, there must
be a message—“cry”; and if the “virgins” are a figure of
the church as a body in the time of the “cry,” then, the
message must be for the church only. This is also proven
in The Great Controversy, page 425. Inasmuch as there is
just such a “cry” presented in “The Shepherd’s Rod,” Vol.
1, it not only shows that the application of the parable is
correct, but it also proves that church to be the “House
of God.” “They all slumbered and slept.” This statement
by the Master proves that the church as a body has been
asleep.
“And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came,
and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage; and the door was shut. Afterward came also the
other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us. But he
answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you
not.” As the foolish virgins at last came to the door, it is
evident that they obtained the oil (learned of the message) but there had been a delay—the door was shut, and
they were left out. Now, why were they unconcerned
at first, and very zealous at last? The experience in this
instance is about the same as that of the deluge. While
Noah preached the coming of the flood, the world paid
little attention to this message; but those who believed,
went into the ark at a given time and the door was
closed. But not long afterwards, signs of Noah’s prediction appeared; and as drops of rain began to fall, the
wicked multitude became alarmed and rushed for the
ark, but the door was closed and they were left out. The
door that “was shut,” is a symbol showing that probation
for the church had closed just shortly after the foolish
virgins became alarmed. At last they were willing to
pay the price and buy the oil; but it was not a change
of heart, only the fear of losing out. Their course of
action had left them without the seal—“the man with the
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writer’s inkhorn” had passed them by. What a terrible
mistake! What a disappointment! Almost saved, but
entirely lost.
Do you not see that the old Spirit of Prophecy should
have already been in our hearts (lamps), and in order
to go through successfully to the coming of the Bridegroom, we must also have in our possession and readily
accessible to us the “additional message” mentioned in
Early Writings, p. 277, the “extra oil,” the truth of the
Judgment for the Living, the great and dreadful day of
the Lord?
“The coming of Christ as our high priest to the most
holy place, for the cleansing of the sanctuary, brought
to view in Daniel 8:14; the coming of the Son of man to
the Ancient of days, as presented in Daniel 7:13; and the
coming of the Lord to His temple, foretold by Malachi,
are descriptions of the same event; and this is also represented by the coming of the bridegroom to the marriage,
described by Christ, in the parable of the ten virgins, of
Matthew 25.”—The Great Controversy p. 426.
The description by Daniel applies to the commencement of the judgment for the dead; but the one by Malachi 3:1-3, is applicable to the judgment for the living—all
of the same event—day of atonement—cleansing of the
sanctuary.
“The coming of the bridegroom, here brought to
view, takes place before the marriage. The marriage
represents the reception by Christ of His kingdom. The
holy city, the New Jerusalem, which is the capitol and
representative of the kingdom, is called ‘the bride, the
lamb’s wife.’ Said the angel to John, Come hither, I will
show thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.’ ‘He carried me
away in the spirit,’ says the prophet, ‘and showed me that
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven
from God.’ Clearly, then, the bride represents the holy
city, and the virgins that go out to meet the bridegroom
are a symbol of the church. In the Revelation, the people
of God are said to be the guests at the marriage supper.
If guests, they cannot be represented also as the bride.
Christ, as stated by the prophet Daniel, will receive from
the Ancient of days in heaven; ‘dominion, and glory
and a kingdom;’ He will receive the New Jerusalem, the
capitol of His kingdom, ‘prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband.’ Having received the kingdom, He will
come in His glory, as King of kings and Lord of lords, for
the redemption of His people, who are to ‘sit down with
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob,’ at His table in His kingdom, to partake of the marriage supper of the Lamb.”—

The Great Controversy, pp. 426, 427.
The virgins were called to meet Him, and thus by
faith go in with Him to appear before the Father—the
Great Judge. The seal is the permit; it places their names
in the Lamb’s book of Life and thus it grants to them the
right to appear before the Father in the judgment; not in
person, but in figure; thus having their sins blotted out.
Matthew 24:36, 50, are descriptions of the same event.
“Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the
hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” (Matt. 25:13.)
This has reference to the time of the judgment, and not
of His coming to earth; for, the saints shall know the day
and the hour of Christ’s coming in the clouds to receive
the redeemed, as it shall be announced by the Father
shortly before His coming. (See The Great Controversy,
p. 640.)
Summary
The number, “ten”, being a symbol of universality,
it represents the church as a body prior to the commencement of the judgment of the living—in the sealing
period of the 144,000, and before the “Loud Cry” of the
Third Angel’s Message; being the period of the first fruits
of the harvest. The five wise virgins were they who trusted in God and His word only; having no confidence in
man, and were hungry for truth, searching for light, and
gladly accepting it when it came. Thus they received the
seal of God’s approval, their sins were blotted out, and
their lives made sure—they passed from condemnation
and death into glory and life eternal. They are God’s
servants, kings and priests—144,000 in number.
The five foolish virgins are they who had confidence
in men; they were willing that others should think and
study for them. Their love for this world and the things
of it, exceeded their love for Christ and the world to
come. They had no true sense of the awful result of sin.
Their zeal for self drowned their zeal for the house of
God and His honor. They were satisfied with their lamps
trimmed and but little oil in them. They saw no necessity for more light—prophets, truth or message. They
said in their hearts, we are rich and increased with goods
and have need of nothing. They were prejudiced against
light upon the word of God, and accepted not the truth
because the channel through which it came was not of
their choice.
The knowledge of present truth, which the five
foolish virgins possessed since 1844 is the judgment of
the dead, and was the only oil in their lamps. When

the judgment of the living commenced, and the “cry
was made,” they were found without this extra oil in
their vessels; they had neglected their Lord’s command:
“Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the
hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” Thus, when the
wise ones started out to meet the bridegroom the lamps
of the foolish went out, for the judgment of the dead had
passed. Therefore, it was present truth no more, and
thus they were left in darkness. At the beginning of the
judgments of God they saw their mistake and rushed
for the ark of safety, but it was beyond their reach for
they knew nothing of the message, and by the time they
acquired it (filled their lamps with oil), there had been
a delay, the angel had passed “through the city, through
Jerusalem,” the church—the sealing was finished, and
probation for the church had closed—the door was shut.
Thus they were left out. Then they came with these
words: “Lord, Lord, open unto us, But He answered and
said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.” “Appoint his
portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.” What a disappointment that will be!
It will be noticed that the close of probation for
the church and the one for the world are two different
events. The former is a miniature representation of the
latter. The Scripture for the preceding one is found in
Matthew 25:11, 12; but of the final one we read: “He that
is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy,
let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be
righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.
And, behold, I come quickly, and my reward is with me,
to give every man according as his work shall be.” (Rev.
22:11, 12.) At this time those who were like the five
foolish virgins, will say, “The harvest is past, the summer
is ended, and we are not saved.” (Jer. 8:20.) “And they
shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to
the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the
Lord, and shall not find it.” (Amos 8:12.)
We individually must watch and pray and be ready
always, for we know not the day and hour of our personal visitation to have bestowed upon us God’s mark and
seal for eternity. Therefore, be ready always. q
By Victor Houteff

Taken from: 2SR pp. 180-186, 11SC 12 p.11, 11SC 3 pp.
9 & 12.
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Stories
From

Africa
T

he journey to South Africa was 16 1/2 hours long,
nonstop from New York. Traveling at a speed
of more than 500 miles per hour all day, the sun
rose and sat, while still airborne! The earth is indeed so
vast, and to think that the Creator made it all in about a
second. “For He spake and it was done; He commanded
and it stood fast.” Ps. 33:9.
It was and always is a pleasure to meet again with the
beloved brethren. Bro. Russel and dear wife, Teren, met
me at the airport and warned me to get some rest for a
day or two, as I was going to be really worked hard at the
planned Durban camp.
SOUTH AFRICA - Camping by the Indian Ocean
On Friday we drove about six hours to Durban from
Johannesburg and soon we were experiencing one of the
most wonderful camping experiences ever – a special
Davidian camp just about a few hundred yards from the
beautiful and awesome Indian ocean. We had a memorable three-day weekend camp, right there, delving into
the deep treasures of Present Truth.
We were about 40 in number, including the children.
The Durban brethren, who were really being persecuted by the church, got all their vital questions answered
and became solidified in the message. There was even
a baptism on the beach for one young man who was so
zealous about the message that the church refused to
baptize him. Praise the Lord!
After the camp, I spent two weeks with the brethren
in Durban, giving them deeper and richer experiences
in the message. God is indeed so good! One of the new
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Zambia

converts to the message and an active coordinator of
the program, along with Bro. Russel, was a final year
ministerial student named Timothy. The church tried to
bribe him by offering to pay for his last year of college, if
he would stop studying the message. Praise the Lord he
did not take the bribe. He is standing fast with Jesus and
His Rod—Present Truth.
It was a SDA camp that was rented. Needless to say,
they were upset when they found out who we were, but
they could do nothing about it at that point. But why
should they be upset? The camp is rented to outsiders,
and our money is just as good! However, God be doubly
praised! The persecution of our members from the
church was overruled by our wonderful, Omnipotent
God for the advancement of His Kingdom and the glory
of His name. Even their camp was used for his glory.
And what is more, this wonderful experience is planned
for a repeat at an international level later in 2012. Please
pray for its success and God’s glory.
Visit To Zambia
Visiting the group in Zambia was likewise a rich
experience. A week was spent there with the brethren
before going on to Zimbabwe. The brethren there love
the message as ardently as anywhere else in the world.
In fact, the group in Zambia is one of the oldest Present
Truth groups in Africa.
Interestingly, the enemy had caused rumors to be
spread that there was no more Carmel-Mountain Dale
group in that country. The enemy was trying to cancel
the trip there, but praise God he was defeated. It turned

South Africa

Zambia

Zambia
out that this rumor was false and that more than 95%
of the brethren were still firm as a rock with this Association. Here are pictures of a beautiful outdoor service
held on the Sabbath and a part of the wonderful brethren living there.
Bro. Jehu and the Cobra
While in Zambia, I stayed with Bro. Jehu and his
family. Bro. Jehu is a strong soldier of the Lord and a
man of faith. I am going to share a short testimony and
story about him with you.
Even from childhood, Bro. Jehu loved to read his Bible. He loved it so much that friends and others said he
would go mad. But, of course, this was far from the case.
In fact, God used him while a young teenager to convert
a preacher and his Sunday congregation. Reading the
Bible is so productive indeed!

Well, reading his Bible outdoors one day, under a
tree or in the garden, Bro. Jehu fell asleep. A little later
he felt something cold on his stomach. With remarkable
presence of mind, he very slowly raised his head to see
what it was. As Jehu raised his head, he realized that the
something was also raising its head to better look at him.
Our dear brother was actually looking into the deadly
eyes of a cobra that was literally lying on his stomach
and raising its head ready for any venomous challenge.
Whispering a prayer, Bro. Jehu refused to panic.
He laid down backwards with his head on the ground.
For the next 15 minutes he continued praying, while
the cobra, alert to any movement, relaxed on his belly,
soaking up the warmth. At this point he ventured to
lift his head again to spy on the cobra. Unfortunately, as
he slowly lifted his head, the cobra likewise began to lift
its head higher and to spread its hood. Poor Bro. Jehu!
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What could he do? He laid down still again and continued praying. After all, the Bible say, “Call upon me in
the day of trouble, and I will answer thee.” Finally, after
about 30 minutes, it was enough. The cobra crawled off
Jehu’s stomach and moved towards his feet. Jehu then
did a quick somersault and disappeared, thanking God
at every step.
Shall we not join with our dear brother and say, “Oh
that men would praise the Lord for his goodness and for
his wonderful works towards the children of men.” Indeed, what a marvelous God we serve and how precious
His promise, “And call upon me in the day of trouble: I
will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.” Ps. 50:15.
The Lions Turned Back
The lion, famed king of the jungle, is a fitting symbol
of Africa. A majestic maned male can look really regal
and reach a weight of about five hundred pounds, and
be about 11 feet from nose tip to its tail. A member of
the cat family, it may look like a giant puppy dog, but
all comparisons with it end there. A lion is capable of
killing large and powerful animals.
In order to better appreciate how and why the lions
turned back, let me give you a little more background
information. While lions normally fear and avoid people, unfortunately, under unusual circumstances like old
age, severe injury, food scarcity, etc., they can sometimes
become man-eaters. Now, once they have learned to
no longer fear man, they can become deadly
scourges, adding many humans to their
diet before they can be killed or die of
age. And of course, for an animal that
can kill a 2000 pound buffalo, how
easy must it be to dine on a man of
200 pounds or less.
South Africa being in many
respects like the United States, many
people from other countries like to
cross the borders (on foot) and enter
the country for economic reasons. Now
Africans are a strong people and they can
walk for days, covering hundreds of miles
through deserts, forests and even bad roads. Unfortunately, some lions have learned to add these unwary,
unarmed travelers to their diet and many never reach
their destination to South Africa. There are stories of
these events that could make horror movies seem like
pale fiction. On one such occasion, three friends or
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brothers were traveling from Mozambique to South Africa when they noticed some lions emerge from a hiding
place and coming fast after them. Running for their lives
to reach a tree, two of them were overtaken by the lions
while the third was able to climb a tree. He watched in
indescribable, helpless horror as the others were speedily
killed and eaten beneath the tree, while the lions looked
up at him and waited patiently for four days for him to
descend. After what seemed like eternity, he was fortunately rescued by rangers who happened to pass by in
their vehicle.
Now there are many lions in the famous Kruger
National Park in South Africa. Park rangers often travel
in vehicles and in the daylight, when lions are mostly
asleep. A few rangers use bicycles for certain known and
less dangerous routes during daylight hours. One day,
however, towards evening, one ranger was going on his
bicycle to close an important gate when he noticed some
lions coming after him. He tried as fast as he could on
his bicycle to outride them and reach a tree, but could
not. Realizing that it was humanly impossible to escape
his cruel fate, he did the STRANGEST THING. Being a
Christian, and trusting the power of God, he got off his
bicycle and began to PRAY, calling on the name of Jesus.
What a thing to do when man-eating lions are fast on
your tracks and your life is passing away by the seconds!
But…do you know what happened? The strangest
thing indeed happened! An unseen power made those
man-eating lions look straight at him and then
slowly TURNED and BACKED away.
Oh what power is there in prayer! Oh
how powerful is the name of Jesus!
Oh how wonderful to know that
the God of Daniel is alive and still
works for his children who believe
on His name and call upon Him in
the day of trouble. Should we not
also brothers and sisters learn the
wonderful power of prayer and the
name of Jesus!! Indeed, if we are going
to be the “great and strong people” that
there has never been the like of Joel Chapter
2; if we are going to be among the 144,000 who will
be as the “angel of the Lord” of Zech. 12, then we must
develop that faith and relationship with the Lamb…
NOW!! q

Reported by E. Stanford

Canned Food

Heart

And Your

C

anned food, in most cases, has way too much
salt—enough to send any healthy person’s blood
pressure through the roof. But it may not be the
heavy salt content that makes canned food bad for your
heart. The can’s lining contains a chemical that a new
study has linked to widespread kidney problems and
cardiovascular disease.
The chemical in question, bisphenol A (BPA), interferes with the way your body produces and regulates
estrogen, testosterone, and other hormones, including
insulin, which is why past studies have linked it to breast
and prostate cancers and to metabolic diseases like diabetes. The chemical also promotes oxidative stress that

can damage tissue, the new study found, predisposing
you to heart disease and kidney problems.

The New Scary Threat in Canned Soup
The authors used urine samples from 667 children
ages 6 to 19 to compare levels of BPA to levels of a
protein called albumin; too much albumin in the urine
(albuminuria) indicates kidney problems and is usually a precursor to cardiovascular and chronic kidney
diseases. They found that high urinary concentrations
of BPA went hand in hand with high levels of albumin
and the connection was more pronounced in overweight
children.
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Albumin normally doesn’t leak
into the urine, because healthy kidney tissue filters it out. But animal
studies have shown that BPA can
cause oxidative stress to kidney
tissues, which may explain what’s
going on here.
But it’s really a sign of damage
to the entire cardiovascular system
that the study’s authors are worried
about. “The kidney is like the canary
in the coal mine,” says study co-author Howard Trachtman, MD, professor of clinical pediatrics at New
York University School of Medicine
and NYU Langone Medical Center.
“So if BPA is doing something to the
kidney, it’s possible that it’s having
an effect someplace else.”
In this case, early-life damage to
the kidneys could lead to these children developing heart problems later
in life. Low levels of albumin in the
urine are associated with cardiovascular disease, says the study’s other
coauthor, Leonardo Trasande, MD,
MPP, associate professor of pediatrics and environmental medicine
at New York University School of
Medicine, and they’re a biomarker
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for endothelial dysfunction, a condition in which the lining of your
blood vessels—the endothelium—
doesn’t dilate properly, upping your
risk for everything from strokes to
diabetes to Alzheimer’s disease. Plus,
previous studies by Dr. Trasande
and other researchers have already
shown that BPA is associated with
an increased risk of obesity.
“Diet and physical activity still
are the major risk factors for obesity
and cardiovascular disease,” Dr.
Trasande says, “but this study adds
to the evidence that environmental
chemicals are independent contributors.”
And although this was an
association study that can’t prove
cause and effect, it also adds further concerns about use of BPA in
canned foods, he says. Diet is largely
believed to be our number one exposure source for this chemical, since
it’s used in the linings of food cans,
on the undersides of glass jar lids,
and inside aluminum drink cans.
“Reducing the number of aluminum
cans in your diet can’t hurt,” he adds.
Canned-food companies are

actively seeking out replacements—Campbell’s Soup, ConAgra,
General Mills, and Heinz have all
announced they’re switching to BPA
alternatives—but a recent study in
the journal Environmental Health
Perspectives found that the most
common BPA replacement was no
safer than BPA.
The BPA Replacement You
Cannot Trust
Avoiding canned goods is still
your best bet in keeping BPA out
of your diet. Stick with fresh produce and buy products in cartons
and glass jars instead. For the latter,
discard any food that stuck to the
underside of the BPA-coated lid.
And avoid unnecessary cash-register
receipts (receipt papers have BPAbased coatings to aid in printing). q

By Emily Main
http://www.rodale.com/bpa-kidney-problems

What You Need To Know About

Shatterproof Dishes

M

elamine dishes last forever, but are they safe?
You’ve broken your addiction to nonstick
pans and eliminated canned food from your
cabinets. And here’s one more kitchen staple to kick to
the curb: melamine.
Melamine resins are used to make plastic kitchen
utensils and shatterproof cups, bowls and plates, like
those sold as picnic ware, and melamine dinnerware
is often decorated with cartoon characters and sold as
BPA-free alternatives for children. But a new study published in JAMA Internal Medicine says it may leach from
your dishes into your food.
In a small Taiwanese study, healthy young adults were
asked to eat hot soup from melamine bowls and from
ceramic bowls, before undergoing blood tests. Melamine
levels in their bodies were less than 2 parts per billion
after eating out of ceramic bowls, but they spiked to 8
parts per billion after eating out of the melamine bowls.
The good news: These levels are still much lower than
what the Food and Drug Administration considers safe
(2,500 parts per billion).
Are Plastics Causing Childhood Obesity?
The researchers didn’t examine whether the
melamine from the bowls caused health problems,
but similar levels have been linked to kidney stones in
adults, says study author Ming-Tsang Wu, MD, ScD, of
Kaohsiung Medical University.
Once in your body, melamine can harm your kidneys
in two ways, says David S. Goldfarb, M.D., a kidney
specialist at NYU Langone Medical Center and New
York Harbor Veterans Affairs Medical Center who wasn’t
involved with the study. First, it forms crystals that could
eventually become kidney stones. And in high enough

doses, it becomes toxic, destroying kidney tissue. “Exactly how isn’t really clear—but it doesn’t belong in your
kidneys,” he says.
While the biggest risk isn’t for you—it’s for children
and pregnant women, because developing kidneys are
more susceptible to damage, Dr. Wu says—you can still
take steps to avoid your exposure:
• Keep it cool. “The key point is ‘temperature,’”
Dr. Wu says. Storing fruit at room temperature in a
melamine bowl is probably fine, but don’t serve acidic or
warm foods or liquids in it (use glass or ceramic instead), and definitely don’t microwave it. Both acid and
heat cause more melamine to migrate from the dishes to
your meal, with the greatest risk at 140 degrees Fahrenheit or above.
How to Freeze and Store Food without Using
Plastic
Ditch the melamine. If you’re looking for something
shatterproof, look for enameled dinnerware (made from
enamel-coated steel). It’s often sold at camping-supply
stores because, in addition to being durable, it’s also
lightweight. You can find it online from Golden Rabbit, which sells both adult-oriented designs and cute
kid-friendly plates decorated with the likes of Peter
Rabbit, Jemima Puddle-duck and other classic nursery
rhyme characters. q
By Cindy Kuzma for MEN’S HEALTH
http://www.rodale.com/melamine-dishes
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Come Let Us

ogether
T
Work

By Ellen White

W

hile it is true that the
Lord guides individuals,
it is also true that He is
leading out a people, not a few separate individuals here and there, one
believing this thing, another that.
Angels of God are doing the work
committed to their trust. The third
angel is leading out and purifying a
people, and they should move with
him unitedly.
Those who were in our work
at the beginning are passing away.
Only a few of the pioneers of the
cause now remain among us. Many
of the heavy burdens formerly borne
by men of long experience are now
falling upon younger men.
This transfer of responsibilities to
laborers whose experience is more
or less limited is attended with some
dangers against which we need to
guard. The world is filled with strife
for the supremacy. The spirit of pulling away from our fellow laborers,
the spirit of disorganization, is in
the very air we breathe. By some, all
efforts to establish order are regarded as dangerous—as a restriction
of personal liberty, and hence to be
feared as popery. They declare that
they will not take any man’s say-so;
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that they are amenable to no man. I
have been instructed that it is Satan’s
special effort to lead men to feel that
God is pleased to have them choose
their own course, independent of the
counsel of their brethren.
Herein lies a grave danger to the
prosperity of our work.We must
move discreetly, sensibly, in harmony with the judgment of God-fearing
counselors; for in this course alone
lies our safety and strength. Otherwise God cannot work with us and
by us and for us.
Oh, how Satan would rejoice if he
could succeed in his efforts to get in
among this people and disorganize
the work at a time when thorough
organization is essential and will be
the greatest power to keep out spurious uprisings and to refute claims
not endorsed by the Word of God!
We want to hold the lines evenly,
that there shall be no breaking down
of the system of organization and
order that has been built up by wise,
careful labor. License must not be
given to disorderly elements that desire to control the work at this time.
Some have advanced the thought
that as we near the close of time,
every child of God will act inde-

pendently of any religious organization. But I have been instructed by
the Lord that in this work there is
no such thing as every man’s being
independent. The stars of heaven are
all under law, each influencing the
other to do the will of God, yielding their common obedience to the
law that controls their action. And
in order that the Lord’s work may
advance healthfully and solidly, His
people must draw together.
The spasmodic, fitful movements
of some who claim to be Christians
is well represented by the work
of strong but untrained horses.
When one pulls forward, another
pulls back; and at the voice of their
master, one plunges ahead, and the
other stands immovable. If men will
not move in concert in the great and
grand work for this time, there will
be confusion. It is not a good sign
when men refuse to unite with their
brethren and prefer to act alone.
Instead of isolating themselves, let
them draw in harmony with their
fellow laborers. Unless they do this,
their activity will work at the wrong
time and in the wrong way. They will
often work counter to that which
God would have done, and thus

their labor is worse than wasted.
“Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine
heart.” Let us each wait on the Lord,
and He will teach us how to labor.
He will reveal to us the work that
we are best adapted to perform. This
will not lead men to start out in an
independent spirit, to promulgate
new theories. In this time when
Satan is seeking to make void the
law of God through the exaltation
of false science, we need to guard
most carefully against everything
that would tend to lessen our faith
and scatter our forces. As laborers
together with God, we should be in
harmony with the truth, and with
our brethren. There should be counsel and cooperation.
Even in the midst of the great
deceptions of the last days, when
delusive miracles will be performed
in the sight of men in behalf of
satanic theories, it is our privilege
to hide ourselves in Christ Jesus.
It is possible for us to seek and to
obtain salvation. And in this time
of unusual peril, we must learn to
stand alone, our faith fixed, not on
the word of man, but on the sure
promises of God.
Among all God’s workers there
should be a spirit of unity and har-

mony. The Lord has especially blessed some with an experience that has
fitted them to be wise counselors. In
our several callings there is to be a
mutual dependence on one another
for assistance. Of this, Peter says:
“Likewise, ye younger, submit
yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of
you be subject one to another, and
be clothed with humility: for God
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace
to the humble.”
But this does not authorize any
one man to undertake the work of
ordering his brethren arbitrarily to
do as he thinks advisable, irrespective of their own personal convictions of duty. Nor are God’s chosen
laborers to feel that at every step
they must wait to ask some officer in
authority whether they may do this
or that.While cooperating heartily
with their brethren in carrying out
general plans that have been laid for
the prosecution of the work, they
are constantly to look to the God of
Israel for personal guidance.
Sometimes a man who has been
placed in responsibility as a leader
gains the idea that he is in a position
of supreme authority, and that all
his brethren, before making advance
moves, must first come to him for
permission to do that which they

feel should be done. Such a man is
in a dangerous position. He has lost
sight of the work of a true leader
among God’s people. Instead of acting as a wise counselor, he assumes
the prerogatives of an exacting ruler.
God is dishonored by every such
display of authority and self-exaltation. No man standing in his own
strength is ever to be mind and
judgment for another man whom
the Lord is using in His work. No
one is to lay down manmade rules
and regulations to govern arbitrarily
his fellow laborers who have a living
experience in the truth.
God calls upon those who have
exercised undue authority to take off
from His workers every dominating
hand. Let everyone to whom has
been entrusted sacred responsibilities seek to understand his individual duty before God, and do that
duty humbly and faithfully. Let no
one regard himself as a master, with
controlling power to exercise over
his brethren. The principles of the
Word of God are to be taught and
practiced….
God desires that we shall come
into right relation with Him. He
desires that every voice shall be
sanctified. He wants all there is of
us—soul, body, and spirit—to be fully sanctified to do His will. It is time
that we begin to know that we are
fastened to the Lord Jesus Christ by
a living, working faith; it is time for
us to lay hold of the help proffered
by the Spirit of God, and let our
words reveal that we are under
divine control. Let us believe
in God, and trust in Him; and we
shall see His mighty power working
among us. q
Taken from: TM 489 - 492.
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How To Raise

Financially Savvy

KIDS
By Debbie Dragon

A

s parents, we are often
faced with the difficult
decisions that could
have lasting effects in
our child’s life. Many times we are
forced to make choices without
really knowing the potential fallout
if we choose the wrong path. Do the
benefits of childhood immunizations
outweigh the risks? Are children that
go to daycare more well rounded
than children that stay at home with
a parent? Will going back to work
cause irreparable damage to my
child? These questions and hundreds
of other like them cause parents to
second guess themselves on occasion. Fortunately, there is one area
of child rearing that most of us can
agree on, and that is the absolute
necessity of how to teach children to
be financially savvy.
Financial literacy like other
fundamental life lessons must begin
at home. The following tips can help
parents raise their children with the
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tools to avoid common financial
missteps that can limit their standard of living as an adult.
Lead By Example
We have all heard the saying “do
as I say, not as I do.” However in
reality children learn what they live.
If you do not have control over your
own finances, you will have a difficult time teaching your child how
to properly handle money. Educate
yourself on the basic principles of
personal finance and implement
those lessons in your household.
This will not only improve your own
situation but also set the groundwork for how your child views
money.
Teach The Value Of A Dollar
You can begin teaching children
at a young age the value of a dollar. It
is important for children to see and
understand the difference between
“getting” things and “paying” for

things. Naturally, you will want to
have age appropriate discussions
to avoid overwhelming smaller
children, but you should not shy
away from answering questions or
explaining that in order to acquire
something you have to pay for it
first.
Work Ethics
Developing a work ethic is one
of the most important things for
a child to learn in order to grow
up to be a self-sufficient, responsible and ultimately happy adult.
Children learn important lessons
about working with others, decision
making skills, prioritizing tasks and
recognizing when they have failed
or accomplished a goal. Clearly, the
monetary compensation for work
performed is the driving motivator
for most of us — young and old alike
— but the feeling of a job well done
can improve self esteem and teach
other important values.

Lessons In Money Management
When children are old enough to
understand the dynamics of money
even in basic terms, you can begin talking to your child about the
importance of good money management habits. These lessons do
not have to be “sit down” classroom
style discussions. In fact, sharing
tips with your child during day to
day activities may leave a bigger
impression. Your kids see you using
money (or credit) every day giving
you ample opportunities to open a
dialogue about money. Do not avoid
including your kids in conversations
about bills, debt, saving or even
investments.
Obviously as your child grows
into a teen and young adult, the lessons will change and become more
complex. As they begin considering
college, your discussion can lead
into that of how to pay for college,
private student loans, federal student
loans, or other sources - and then
how to manage those choices after
college.
By creating a foundation on
which to build your financial lessons
the transition from piggy bank to
401(k) will be less of leap for your
child. While it is true that there is
more to life than money, raising
financially literate children improves
the chances that your child will live
comfortably and enable them to
enjoy the other things in life. q
http://parentingsquad.com/how-toraise-financially-savvy-kids
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The Little White Chapel

A

Barbados

essage
M

dvancing
A
I

n 2012, Bros. John Seraphin and
Glenroy Matthews engaged in
missionary activities in the Caribbean. Brother Seraphin worked in
St. Lucia while brother Matthews
concentrated his efforts in Barbados
and Trinidad.

Martinique
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Barbados
It has been a few years now since
the Barbados group decided to
construct a meeting place in order
to accommodate the growing needs
of the work there. The small white
chapel is a place where many have
come, are coming and will continue
to come to hear present truth. This
was the venue for the two week
2012 Bible seminar. The brethren

Trinidad
in Barbados organised a two week
Bible seminar with the two fold purpose of outreaching to Seventh-day
Adventists and to encourage the
believers already in the message. The
brethren worked diligently to invite
Seventh-day Adventists to the meetings. Some came. Many stayed away.
But the meetings were well attended.
Bro. Matthews presented some
basic as well as advanced studies
over the two-week duration. Some
were quite impressed to learn that
such a wealth of information can be
found in the pages of the Bible.
A few SDA’s are now studying the
Present Truth Message as a result of
that effort.
The study group in Barbados is
blessed to have active DLI graduates
like Bros. Cauldric Michael, Charles
Evelyn and Sisters Joslyn Evelyn and
Albertina Daniel. Sisters Deborah
Matthews and Lilliette Harewood
are also active in spreading the message there. They continue to invite
brethren to the little white chapel
where they share the Words of Life
with those who are hungry to know
more.
Trinidad
From Barbados Bro. Matthews
moved on to Trinidad where he
stayed for two weeks to encourage
the brethren. Trinidad has been a

hotspot for the Shepherd’s Rod message in the past and as a result it has
become a challenging field to work.
Inspite of this, it is encouraging to
see some young people studying and

thews approached him and asked
him if he knew him. He said “you
look familiar and I was trying to
recall where I had seen you”. After a
short conversation it became apparent that he was an SDA and had seen
the YouTube Bible study videos presented by Bro. Matthews. Of course,
he was invited to the studies.
The group there in Trinidad is
holding the fort as they continue
to do their part to advance present
truth. Let us remember them in our
prayers.
Martinique
The brethren in Martinique
were delighted to have Brother John

St. Lucia
accepting the message.
It is interesting to note that Trinidad is the home of The University
of the Southern Caribbean, one of
two Adventist Universities in the
Caribbean. This makes it a strategically important field for us as we can
meet and share with Adventists from
all across the Caribbean and from
different parts of the world.
While at lunch in a vegan restaurant in down town Port of Spain,
brother Matthews noticed a young
man a few tables away steering at
him in wonderment. Anxious to
know why he was steering, Bro. Mat-

Seraphin visit them to help boast
the work on this Island. There are
several new believers here studying.
They are looking forward to having a series of seminars as a way of
spreading the message there.
St. Lucia
Brother Seraphin stayed a few
weeks in St. Lucia to encourage the
brethren there. It is encouraging to
see brethren here still holding on to
the message of the hour with a few
new believers. Let us remember all
these brethren in our prayers. q
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Davidic Levitical Institute 2013
Would you like to become a Bible worker for the Lord and help advance the Eleventh Hour Message? Here is your opportunity! Mt.
Carmel’s Davidic Levitical Institute is herby announcing the 2013
DLI program for all those who are eligible.

When?

June - September

Eligibility

• Must be a card-holding member
• Strong desire to work for the Lord

What will you learn?

• The Gospel of Jesus Christ
• The third and fourth angel’s messages
• The history of Adventism and Davidia
• Scriptural hermeneutics and eschatology
• How to effectively share Present truth

For application or more information call:

(845) 434-5282 or
send us an email:

gadsda@shepherds-rod-message.org
gadsda@warwick.net
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Mt. Carmel’s Web - Golden Bowl Ministry
• Lively
• Engaging
• Uplifting
• Provoking

new.livestream.com/goldenbowlministry

G

ood news beloved brethren! Good news! Now you
can listen to live Rod bible studies periodically on
the internet on our live stream website given below.
Through this internet streaming program called
Golden Bowl Ministry, you will be able to enjoy live Rod
presentations on interesting and advanced bible subjects
and prophecies. All you would have to do is click on one
of the two links below and it will take you directly to the
site. The good news is that these live presentations are
ARCHIVED. This means that if you could not be present
at the New York time specified, you can tune in later at
your CONVENIENCE and still be able to get the full
benefit of the presentation. Praise the Lord!!
There is even more good news. These bible studies
and presentations are projected to be offered in English,
Spanish and French and possibly Philippino languages. Praise the Lord indeed! You may also be pleased to
know that these Rod studies have already begun and you
can actually go to the site and begin appreciating the
Golden Oil extracted from the Golden Bowl. Certainly
like the wise virgins of Matthew 25, you will want to fill

your lamp with the extra oil of Present Truth that you
may enter into the marriage with the bridegroom before
the door is shut. Please do not fail to invite friends and
brethren to listen to these special Bible studies. You can
even use them as a tool or download or record them as
an evangelistic tool.
Link 1): www.new.livestream.com/goldenbowlministry
Link 2): http://new.livestream.com/goldenbowlministry
Clicking one or the other of these two links that
you receive in your email (depending on your internet
browser), should take you directly to the site. If not copy
it EXACTLY into your web browser and you will be
promptly taken there. We sincerely solicit your earnest
prayers that this ministry will GROW and become a
real and powerful tool in God’s hands to bless his people
WORLDWIDE and have Present Truth reach everyone
grass in the field. q
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Sandy
isaster
D

The

It could have been worse
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H

urricane Sandy, yes unforgettable super storm
Sandy, what an experience it indeed was!
It has been quite normal every year that the
lower southern states like Florida, Georgia, Louisiana,
etc., that border the Atlantic Ocean or Gulf of Mexico
to be affected by hurricanes. Often these disasters strike
with devastating and destructive power as far as property and life are concerned. But New York, no, no, no! Not
earthquakes, not tornadoes, not hurricanes. For many
decades, the “Big Apple” had sit a queen, saying with
references to these disasters, “I know no such sorrow.”
She could smile unconcernedly at like calamities or best
offer sisterly assistance to regular victim states like Florida or Louisiana that enjoy both the tropical heat and its
tempestuous wind and water dangers.
Hurricane Sandy (October 22-29, 2012), was indeed
different. The eastern seaboard states including, New
York, New Jersey, Connecticut were made to know that
when the Bible wrote one of the last day signs: “upon
the earth distress of nations”(Luke 21:25), it certainly
did not exclude ANY region of the planet. Quoting one
paragraph from Wikipedia we read:
“In the United States, Hurricane Sandy affected 24
states, including the entire eastern seaboard from Florida to Maine and west across the Appalachian Mountains
to Michigan and Wisconsin, with particularly severe
damage in New Jersey and New York. Its storm surge hit
New York City on October 29, flooding streets, tunnels
and subway lines and cutting power in and around the
city.[13][14] Damage in the US is estimated at over $71.4
billion USD.”

and New Jersey, we here at Mt. Carmel can say with
all our hearts: “Oh that men would praise the Lord for
his goodness and for his wonderful works toward the
children of men!” Ps. 107:8. While about a dozen trees
were knocked down and/or uprooted on campus and
electric and telephones poles and wires with their equipment came crashing down, we sincerely give thanks to
Jehovah that not one building was damaged or struck,
not one person injured. Praise be to the Almighty, indeed! How wonderful is His PROTECTIVE CARE. And
though we went for two weeks without electricity, heat,
light, telephones, internet, etc. We have so much indeed
to be grateful for, considering the massive damage to
property and the untold misery wreaked upon thousands of individuals.
It was not a small matter, even for those with little
spiritual discernment, to see million dollar mansions of
luxury and pleasure, delightfully overlooking the beautiful crystaline sea, swept away like toys and match boxes
by the angry waves and reminding us of the profound
lesson of Jesus, about the wise and foolish men who built
houses upon the sand and rock. We trust dear believers
that we shall indeed, like the wise man, build upon the
immovable Rock Christ Jesus and his Present Truth, that
the hurricanes of sin and trials and the Assyrian Yoke,
will leave our character houses standing after the storms
of life and divine judgment are past. Ezekiel 9 ; Matthew
7: 24-27. q

GOD’S GOODNESS!
But while Hurricane Sandy did untold damage and
caused billion-dollar damage especially in New York
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With

Lions

D

O you like lions? Oh yes, many
like Sammy will say. They are
such strong and playful animals, like
giant kitty cats. I watch them on National Geographic all the time. I see
them kill animals as big and strong
as a two thousand pound buffalo. I
admire the bushy mane of the males
and the brown coats, but I know
they could kill a human with one
blow or bite on the head or neck.
Maybe that is why one of my favorite Bible characters is Daniel. He
spent a whole night with some powerful, hungry and deadly lions. Just
look at this picture of Daniel and the
lions. Notice how they are looking at
him, and licking their chops. Is it not
enough to give you shivers and chills
from the top to the bottom of your
spine? Now just look carefully at this
picture and see if you don’t agree
with me!!!!
Wow! Daniel was indeed a very
brave man. It is certainly scary even
with one lion, isn’t it? Definitely! But
Daniel was not only full of courage,
he was a very wise and godly man.
In fact, Daniel was found to be ten
times smarter and wiser than the top
students at the University of Babylon. I wonder if it was his vegetarian
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diet that contributed so much to
this. No doubt. Daniel was so intelligent and wise that he knew what was
the best diet for health, knowledge
and great intelligence. God also gave
him wisdom. In fact, God loved
Daniel so much that He told him
many of His deepest secrets and gave
him wonderful dreams concerning
the world until the end of time.
Now talking of dreams, let me
share one of these great dreams that
Daniel had with you. Great king
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had a
mysterious dream, but could not
remember it afterward, no matter
how hard he tried. Day after day he
tried to remember it, but he could
not. Deeply upset, he called the wise
men, the magicians, the fortune
tellers and psychics of Babylon. The
king threatened them with death,
but still they could not tell him his
secret dream. The men were terrified. Surely they would lose their
lives. Daniel and his friends, however, prayed and Jesus revealed this
deepest of all secrets to Daniel. What
a blessed man was Daniel! Here is
the dream:
The king saw a great statue of
different metals. The head was of
gold, the chest of silver, the belly and
thighs of brass and the feet of iron
and clay. While the king was looking
on in his dream, a great stone was
suddenly cut off from a mountain
and hit the statue on its feet and
broke up the whole image. The
whole statue crumbled into pieces
and was carried away by the wind.
The mysterious stone then became a
great mountain and filled the whole
earth.
Was there any meaning to this
special dream? Oh yes indeed.
Daniel, who was really a prophet
chosen by God, explained it to the

king and for everyone. Starting
with king Nebuchadnezzar, the four
different parts of the statue meant
that four different kingdoms or
empires would rule the world, one
after another and then God would finally take over this world, set up his
kingdom where His people would
live and reign forever. The other
kingdoms that ruled the world after
Babylon were called Medo Persia,
Grecia and Rome. The feet and toes
of iron and dirt, show the kingdoms
of the world (in Rome’s time) would
break up into many separate nations
just as it is today. How remarkable!
Although this dream was given
thousands of years ago, everything
happened just as Daniel told us in
the Bible. God’s words always come
to pass. Did you know that?
But what about the stone and the
mountain? The mountain is God’s
church in the last days (see Isaiah
chapter 2, verses two and three). The
stone represents God’s true people
that He will separate from the bad
ones (called tares) in the church
when He cleans it up or purifies it.
These good people, cut out from the
mountain, like a stone, will really
resemble Jesus. They will make up
the famous 144,000, who will be
wise like Daniel, strong like Samson
and brave like king David. Yes, they
will be strong enough to kill a male
lion with their bare hands. Did you
know that you can be a part of the
144,000? Oh yes you can. Just keep
loving and obeying Jesus and doing
what God’s word says.
What a dream! Wow indeed!
What a great prophet Daniel was!
God gave him such special dreams.
Wouldn’t you like one night to
experience this glorious dream that
Daniel had? Well you can. Just read
about it and look at the statue again

and again. You can also pray to Jesus
about it, asking his help. Finally,
however, when God cuts off this
stone from the mountain, He will
set up His kingdom, beginning with
the 144,000 and then adding other
faithful people who really love Jesus.
God will then destroy the wicked
kingdoms of this world and His
godly people will live forever.
And do you know who else will
be in this wonderful kingdom that
Jesus is soon to set up, and what
wonderful thing will happen there?
God’s good and righteous people
from ancient Israel will be there. Not
only the 144,000 but many Bible persons like Daniel and David. There
will also be the animals that God
created which are going to be as safe,
peaceful and playful as in Noah’s ark.
No killing, no hurting, no accidents.
How marvelous! Would you be able
to talk to Daniel and play with the
lions? Oh sure enough! Jesus told the
prophet Isaiah that we will be able to
do all these heavenly things. You can
even read about it in Isaiah chapter
11, verses 6-10.
In fact, as we conclude why don’t
we make an agreement? When God
sets up this stone kingdom, we
want to do something special. After
talking to Jesus our Savior, we will
go search for Daniel. Then we are
going to get a group of lions and
spend the whole night with them…
just like Daniel did. Do you agree?
Good!!! I am glad you are brave
and adventurous. We are going to
do something very, very special.
We are going to have: A DATE
WITH DANIEL AND SOME BIG
STRONG LIONS!!!!!!!. Wow! I can
hardly wait to be there! q
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Learn about this most crucial topic of
the 144,000 - Who are they? Can you be
a part of this special group of people?
Learn what will happen to those who are
not a part of this group.
We are familiar with the ancient prophecy of Daniel 2, but is the Stone really
a picture of Jesus? And where did the
Stone come from? And why does the
stone grow into a mountain? This CD
will answer these important questions.
Did you know that the Lord is about to
cleanse the SDA church by removing the
unfaithfull from its midst? And that this purification takes place before Jesus comes
the second time? Request this invaluable
CD to learn how.
This audio study of Zechariah 6 will show
you the struggle that is waging within
the SDA church that will culminate in
a change of leadership just before the
“Loud Cry”.

To request your free copy of these must have audio
CD’s, please write to us at the following address: Eleventh Hour Prophetic Ministries, PO Box 119, Mountaindale NY 12763, USA. You can also request these
resources by visiting our website at: www.11thHourPropheticMinistries.org, or
CODE
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